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The purpose of this paper is to overview some key competences in the didactic system of multilingual education at the Institute of Foreign Languages and Literature, UdGU.

It is known that multilingual education opens up access to other cultural values and ways of interpreting the world; it encourages intercultural understanding and helps individuals to integrate into sociocultiral environment. In the view of this, it is important to consider the main professional areas in the educational program for a bachelor majoring in Foreign Languages. There are four professional fields to offer: pedagogical, intercultural, scientific and management in education. These functional areas require a set of professional competences. Taking into consideration the ideas of modern scholars for developing professional competences in foreign language education and the professional fields of the bachelor mentioned above, I would like to survey six types of competences: socio-communicative competences, info-methodological competences, scientific competences, organizational and management competences, linguo-cultural competences and methodical competences. It should be pointed out that socio-communicative, info-methodological and scientific types of competences provide a student with the general ability to socialize and the opportunity to get new qualifications. Linguo-cultural, methodical, organizational and management competences prepare a student for professional activity.

The didactic system of multilingual education comprises the system of professional disciplines, methods and assessment which as a system allows students to acquire the above mentioned competences.

The professional disciplines are divided into three major content groups: linguo-cultural, communicative and socio-professional aimed to develop intercultural awareness and provide guidelines of professional behavior in a multicultural society. The linguo-cultural content group consists of the following educational courses: “Intercultural education”, “Intercultural text interpretation”, “Contrastive country-study”, “Foreign literature”, “The Udmurt language and culture”, “Pedagogical Psychology”, practical courses of foreign languages (English, German, French and Spanish).

The purpose of the communicative content group is to develop communicative skills and behavior strategies with regard to cultural, social and professional demands. It includes the following educational courses: “The basics of multilingual education”, “Phonological basics of foreign speech”, “Autonomous learning”, practical courses of foreign languages (English, German, French and Spanish), on-line courses, and electronic language courses. The socio-professional content group provides the bachelor majoring in Foreign Languages with the key competences of the practical area. The main educational courses are: “Latin in the context of European cultures”, “Acquiring project culture”, “Didactic foreign language system for the young learners”, “The Psychology of young learners”, “The basics of management”, “Multilingual school education”, “Translation and Public speaking”, practical course of the foreign languages (English, German, French and Spanish). In the light of humanistic, competency-based, communicative, content-based, learner-centered and integrated approaches the following methods are used: contrastive, grammar-translation, audiovisual, case-study, computer assisted language learning, task-based learning, project work, role-play, discussion, reflection-based learning.

Various assessment technologies are updated to evaluate socio-communicative, info-methodological, scientific, organizational and management, linguo-cultural and methodical competences. For example, self-evaluation, error correction, progress achievement tests, diagnostic tests, and proficiency tests are widely used in the classroom.

In closing, it should be pointed out that the didactic system for comprehension of key competences in multilingual education presented in the paper needs further research.

