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Nowadays personality formation of students is influenced not only by the norms, values and moral principles of the society, he or she lives in, but also by the cultures he or she contacts with directly or indirectly, which leads to the development of cross-cultural awareness. Naturally, the question arises: how should a young person behave within these “dispersed cultures” and, whether he or she should find his or her own cultural niche or is a young person obliged to enter “the boundless space of cultural worlds” (Gubin, 2001).

Contemporary language education system should help a young person to solve the problems of cultural identity; it should play an active role in cultural rapprochement and cross-cultural interaction. These processes assume paramount importance in view of Russia’s entry into the Bologna process. UNESCO documents regard the intercultural dialogue as interaction between an individual and the multicultural environment. This approach is reflected in the concept of global education, which promotes mutual understanding, tolerance and friendship between nations through intercultural education and the development of intercultural interaction skills (Education…, 1989).

Global education expands the world knowledge, helps to learn the world outside your own country and understand its place in the global community, its ways of interacting with other nations. Global education makes it easier to put yourself in the shoes of representatives of other nations; it is based on the knowledge of the world cultures and their historical ties as well as on respect for the values and beliefs of others. 

There is no need to deny the existence of cultural differences which may lead to disputes and even conflicts. It is necessary to learn to foresee them, take them into account and resolve. The core of the theory of global education lies in the transaction from subconscious adaptation to the world to conscious realization and anticipation. Only interdisciplinary methodology can help a University graduate to develop global and system thinking. There are two aspects to be distinguished here: anticipation (the ability to foresee that something might happen in the future by means of analyzing the past and connecting it with the future) and involvement (capacity for effective communication, collaboration, mutual understanding and empathy). 

Global education regards the world as an object of study with the purpose of entering it at various levels: political, economical, cultural, ecological etc. The core elements of global education are the following: impartial worldview formation; awareness of responsibility for the Earth condition; intercultural competence formation; awareness of the possibility of intercultural choice based on the knowledge of effective interaction strategies. 

To summarize our scientific school achievements it is necessary to point out the principal theories underlying our research. 

Conceptual issues – cultural studies approach to intercultural education content selection and its didactic arrangement. The cultural studies approach is applied within the context of general philosophical understanding of culture; it implies the formation of a positive attitude to cultural diversity and development of interpersonal interaction skills within the native and foreign culture. 

Objective is the development of didactic aids to encourage intercultural education of young people. These aids will develop students’ cross-cultural awareness and language diversity; promote language and cultural tolerance – the willingness to accept opinions and behaviour of foreign culture representatives. Content of intercultural education is aimed at performing cultural functions of language education in higher education institutions: acquisition of human culture knowledge and understanding the roots of cultural differences; awareness of the importance of history and the ethnicities impact on humanity development; acceptance of cultural diversity; development of intercultural and interpersonal interaction skills on the basis of a constructive dialogue. 

Specifications of intercultural education content selection: culture studies content; educational value (selected didactic aids’ importance for intercultural education and development by means of a native/ foreign language); development of emotional, creative, social, cognitive personal qualities and speech habits, a positive attitude to the studied language country and its residents; correlation with the corresponding elements in native culture; interlocutory nature of texts, their openness for understanding and interpretation, the opportunity to use selected texts as an information source, a discussion topic and a basis for creating communicative situations. 

Innovation technology component of intercultural education is realized in: personality-oriented technologies – dialogue-oriented teaching techniques used in individual, pair or group interactions, description of various facts, events, work with reference books, individual and cognitive tasks; subject activity related technologies – intercultural trainings, moderation, creative planning, simulation of learning situations, communicative and cognitive tasks, cognitive and research culture studies tasks, culture studies-oriented discussions; cultural and creative techniques – cultural studies-oriented role plays, projects, dramatization, sketches, situational role plays. 

The achievements of our scientific school were approved and acknowledged by the Volga region branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences and the Russian Humanitarian Scientific Fund. We hope that the theoretic, didactic and teaching materials we have worked out trace the ways to resolve intercultural relations issues in polyethnic regions, and determine further purposeful research in the topical issue discussed.
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