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During several decades the specifics of American-Russian relations (from distant and hostile in the era of the Cold War to exaggeratedly positive after the Perestroyka) has defined characteristics of Russians and Americans’ perception of each other. The problem of social and especially ethnic stereotypes has always been in the focus of studying of Russian and western researchers. One of the basic features of ethnic stereotypes is their stability. It is believed that ethnic stereotypes are inherited and reproduced elements of a national mentality and as Antoni Kępiński states they are embedded “into a national memory code”. Besides there are some other characteristics of ethic stereotypes such as simplicity, relativity, subjectivity, intensity and valence which reflects either a positive, negative or neutral attitude towards some other ethnic group. The survey carried out at Arizona State University (Phoenix, Arizona) under the auspices of the Fulbright Program for international exchange has been designed on the base of a modified version of The Twenty Statements Test (Kuhn & McPartland, 1954) and has provided empirical data for analyzing contemporary American students’ perception of Russia and the Russians. Currently the equivalent survey is being conducted in Russia with the students of Udmurt State University (Izhevsk, Udmurtia). 

