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Cultural differences in justice perceptions have taken on an increased practical importance in recent decades because of increasing intercultural interaction. The present paper represents an attempt to study the impact of culture factors on subjects’ perceptions of what is fair. A weakness of previous psychological research on justice is that almost all studies have been conducted in the United States and a few other Western societies. The purpose of this research is to examine how individuals perceive retributive justice in three different cultures, Russia, Mexico and Jamaica. These cultures differ from each other in many aspects, assuming they evolved independently from each other and have very weak connections. What seems “wrong” in one culture may appear perfectly “right” in another, not because one culture is “wrong” and the other one is “right”, but because they are simply different. This article presents possible consequences of cross-cultural differences in perceptions of retributive justice. Empirical results analyze similarities and differences at punishment decision making in situations of serious and minor delinquencies in three cultures (Russian vs. Mexican vs. Jamaican). The following parameters influencing the punishment decision are considered: the nature of relationship between the perpetrator and the punisher, the seriousness of the delinquency, social attitudes (individualism vs. collectivism and masculinity vs. femininity). Respondents defined a measure or a principle of punishment for every hypothetical conflict situation or dilemma if responsibility was imposed on him or her. Results showed that respondents tended to use direct punishment in minor delinquencies and apply to formalized principles of punishment in serious delinquencies, the choice of punishment depends on the factor “in-group/out-group membership” but the influence of this factor is different in the studied cultures. Russians turned out to be more guided by the law in the case of serious delinquencies especially if their in-group members had been suffered. Mexicans used the similar principles of punishment in minor and serious delinquencies and preferred direct forms of punishment. Jamaicans didn’t want to take any responsibility for making decisions and admitted the possibility of mob law. The study may be of interest to people who work in multicultural world. In a world of increasing contact among cultures and ethnicities, even small differences in perceptions of justice may have large consequences. 

