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The paper presents results from a study done with Roma children in three different countries: Bulgaria, Russia and Slovakia. Three groups of children (approximately 60 children) are tested with RAN Test in Romani and in the official language of the country. Three control groups from the same countries are tested as well with the same test. The aim of the study is to find out the readiness of the Roma children for literacy process in the official languages of the countries. The socio-economic and socio-cultural differences between the children are taken into account. The results show that the Roma children in all three countries are far behind the control groups. The reasons for these results are mainly that the schools do not use the knowledge and the experiences of Roma children in their mother tongue and in their home culture in the educational process. Psychologies pointed out the importance of the mother tongue and culture in the cognitive development of the children. Ignoring these factors it seems is crucial for the development of bilingual children and mainly for their preparation and readiness for school and particularly for literacy. The socio-cultural theory is used to explain the differences between the groups of children from the three countries. One of the predictions of the study is that as fast the objects from the test are named in the official language more the children are prepared for the literacy process.  As many errors the children make is a sign of not enough developed language. Those children who have poor performance of the RAN Test in the official language have also poor performance in their mother tongue as well and opposite the children with good results in the RAN Test  in the official language usually have good performance in their mother tongue. This once more shows the important place of the mother tongue in the cognitive development of the bilingual children. All the results are statistically analyses with the t-Test of Student and a between groups comparison is performed. The results show no differences between the Roma groups from Bulgaria, Russia and Slovakia but there are high statistical differences between Roma children and non- Roma children performances of the RAN Test.

