THE PHENOMENON OF A MULTICULTURAL PERSONALITY IN THE MODERN SYSTEM OF EDUCATION OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION REGIONS

Oksana Fomenko, Associate Prof., North-Eastern Federal University Yakutsk (Russia) 

The modern problematic of actively developing integration processes going on in the Russian Federation embraces practically all the sides of the social life. The upbringing and development of a multicultural personality in the polyethnic society occupies the key positions. However, the issues of a personality’s ability to effective interaction in the realization of his/her potential remain urgent and take one of the fundamental places in professional training. In a number of legislative acts the principles and purposes of multicultural education at the modern stage of social development have been formulated. These principles and purposes include “prevailing of valuables and ideals of world culture, tolerance, active cross-cultural communication”, “national and cultural background, humanistic openness and a personality oriented upbringing” (The Conception of moral development and upbringing of the citizen of Russia, 2009), “consideration of national (nationwide), nationally regional and ethnic demands of the multinational people of Russia” (The draft conception of the multicultural education development in the Russian Federation, 2010). Hence, the aim of modern educational system is the upbringing and development of a personality possessing empathy, tolerance, without proneness to conflicts, emotional stability, multicultural thinking, possessing the knowledge of his/her own nation’s culture, European and world cultures and able to productive professional activity under the conditions of the realization of international collaboration. All the above mentioned things have a special significance in the context of realization of the development of education in the territorial subjects of the Russian Federation. In the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) the creation of the model of educational system of indigenous small-numbered peoples of the North with differentiated training in the mother tongue is becoming a prevailing tendency. This model of education helps to preserve the culture, national traditions, the native language and to bring up a personality with high creative potential who is able to the integration to the world community and professional self-realization. (The Sakha Republic President decree “About the proclamation of the English Language as the working language of the Sakha Republic”. The conception of the system of nomadic educational establishments of the Sakha Republic). From it follows that the strategic goals of the educational policy of the Republic are: 1) the creation of conditions for the preservation and further development of the traditional way of life and ethnic culture of the indigenous and small-numbered peoples of the North. 2) the creation of the new generation of integrated electron and innovative methodical complexes for the formation of a meta-cultural outlook of the students. 3) taking into consideration of the national-regional component and the peculiarities of the ethnic culture of every Northern nation while working out educational courses in the variable part of the Federal State Educational Standard. 4) putting into practice of innovative language education programs for children in an ethnic school. 5) wide introduction of information technologies and distance education in order to overcome a great information isolation of the majority of educational establishments (85%) from the district centers and rural settlements of the republic. Nowadays, the practical experience of the multicultural education realization has been accumulated in the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) which includes the formation of cross-cultural competency of the student, cross-cultural information communication, international academic mobility of future specialists as tools of the professional activity (for example educational programs of North-Eastern Federal University, Yakutsk). However, the enforcement of integrative processes in the world community stimulates the necessity of introduction into the academic process of an indivisible conception of a multicultural personality upbringing. 

