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Higher education in Russia is now undergoing changes connected with the increase in international contacts and globalization processes. Though Russia is joining the world community, the Russian society is facing problems of nationalism and xenophobia more and more often. These problems can be avoided if education is viewed as a strategic resource to develop inter-ethnic and cross-cultural tolerance. According to the Mission of Udmurt State University, the university shall contribute to the promotion of “stability and tolerant ethno-cultural interaction” in Udmurt Republic. In our view, using the technology of project activities in the two-level system of higher education will create favorable conditions for forming national identity and tolerance to different cultures. Of course, the main objective of project activities is to form project competencies which we define as a complex of knowledge, skills, personal qualities that are necessary to implement projects in any sphere of life – professional, scientific, social, etc. However, the concomitant objective can be forming tolerant attitude to different cultures. In the context of cross-cultural interaction students can develop and implement social, research and creative projects on such issues as communication culture, behavior culture, ethical culture, inter-ethnic cooperation and so on. To do it, building relations of partnership with communities, including ethnic communities, and different universities in Russia and abroad is necessary. Students should be involved into project activities from the first year both during foreign language classes and the work in student scientific societies and special courses. According to the continuous nature of the process of  operational-mastering project activities, projects can be classified as:  level projects that are supervised by a teacher during class time and include collage, report on a given topic, dialogue, mini-play, drama, PowerPoint  tactical level projects that are developed during and beyond-presentation;  class time and in which the projector is the actor. These can include research mini-projects, critical paper, excursion, scientific review, sociological  strategic level projects that are-questionnaire, festivals, exhibitions;  usually implemented by project teams beyond class time as research papers, research and scientific projects, grant applications, social projects, multimedia and telecommunication projects, web sites, etc. The student is an active creator. The author is convinced that project activities carried out in the context of cross-cultural interaction give an opportunity to see and feel the contiguity of different cultures and their mutual influence thereby forming tolerant attitude in a multi-ethnic and multicultural environment.

