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In today’s globalised world the problem of socio-cultural adaptation and integration of any minority into the Russian society is among the most important issues. Being historically a multinational country Russia has become a home for a great number of minorities including Roma people who used to live here hundreds years. The design of effective educational policy for Roma children is a vital question for the regions where these children are concentrated. Ministry of regional development of the Russian Federation responsible for realization of state policy in international relations formed the working group dealing with the problems of Russian gypsy. Roma children being Russian citizens have all the rights for getting all kinds of education from primary to a higher one. The country has accumulated positive experience in educating them but at the same time it faces problems which require quick solutions (lack or absence of pre-school education, lack of textbooks, dictionaries, fiction in the Roma language, and probably the most vital one-lack of specially prepared  teachers who know not only the special techniques for teaching but the language, culture, system of spiritual values of Roma people as only this knowledge provides them with more realistic vision about  teaching of Roma children.)

The percentage of Roma people is rather high in the South of Russia (Rostov, Voronezh, Krasnodar, Volgograd regions, Stavropol Krai). According to the data of Interregional social organization “Association of Roma people” which has been registered and worked on the territory of Volgograd region since July 1999 the minority includes about 46 thousand people, more than 75% of them live in the rural districts. The problems of education are close not only to educators but to human rights activists as well. They conduct seminars and round table talks devoted to optimization of Roma children education in the region. Social gypsy associations as mediators between local authorities and gypsy community play a very influential role in the process. Mikhailovka district is one of the areas which are inhabited by numerous representatives of Roma people. 

The paper deals with the analysis and peculiarities of Roma children education in Volgograd region and shares the experience of state secondary school №11 (Mikhailovka) every fifth student of which is gypsy. The school managed to create rather favourable atmosphere as well as attractive programs for education and upbringing of Roma children though it faces the serous actual problem of their dropping out of school. A fore mentioned phenomenon leads to bad social consequences for the quality of life of Roma ethnic group and needs careful studying.

Psychologists are sure that school is able to prepare Roma children for the life of full value in a modern society; it can help to preserve their originality simultaneously accepting the diverse of the world. 

