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In the multinational Russia, the problem of inter-ethnic contacts has always been vital both on the governmental and on the routine level. In the 17th century, Russian exploration of East Siberia involved a lot of peoples of the North (Yakut, Even, Evenk, Koryak, Eskimo, Chukchi, etc.) in the inter-ethnic communication with Russians; this was often complicated with military conflicts, despite legislative efforts of the government aiming in the formation of peaceful relationships and peoples equality before the law (“Statute on Governing Non-Russians” of 1822). Indigenous peoples’ culture was practically unknown to the public then, episodically studied by expeditions sponsored by Jesup, Sibiryakov, and Ryabushinsky. Russian’s interpersonal contacts with natives lacked respect. After the Revolution of 1917, more attention was paid to intercultural problems. Natives were involved in the local governance. Efforts in preservation and propaganda of indigenous cultures were taken: books about their life were published; life standards were raised. However, erroneously forcible consolidation into reindeer herding entities (sovkhoz) resulted in inter-ethnic conflicts and even repressions towards natives. In the 1950-1960’s, agglomeration of settlements and introduction of boarding schools broke the clan links that had maintained ethnic stability. The collapse of the Soviet Union specifically impacted inter-ethnic relations, when the national entities’ inventories were robbed by “fraternal” peoples’ representatives, which raised the inter-ethnic tension. These problems are vital today, as well. National settlements are being closed, which leads to inter-ethnic conflicts. Clan lands (pastures and hunting areas) are being seized by gold-mining and tourist companies. Ubiquitous administrative and commercial outrage, observed in the work with national community chairs, is still the base of inter-ethnic conflicts. There have been situations when native kids conceal their nationality at school and prefer to claim being Russian. Friendly inter-ethnic relations must base on the growth of ethic self-identity of native peoples and on the fair economic, legislative, and cultural policy. The latter can be formed only by experts who understand polyculturalism and consider national relationships. The educational process should include the necessity of developing these features. Experience in teaching native history and culture shows that high schools and universities suffer the lack of attention to ethnocultural relations. Classroom time implied for learning indigenous cultures is often given to State Exam preparation. Studies in indigenous cultures should become a stable component of the local education. A positive prerequisite for this is the publication of the textbook series on the local history; one of those, intended for the 6th grade (Tseplyayeva, Korsun, Dikova, Slobodin 2008), covers the cultures of the Natives in the Russian North-East. Another important source is the illustrated popular science publication, “Kolyma: Events and People” (2010). For the first time it presents not only traditional GULAG and gold-mining topics but also the section on history and culture written by the author. Only systematic, balanced, and reasonable regional educational system can provide the positive dynamics of inter-cultural relations in the Russian North-East.

