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Each child is entitled to be legally protected. Good knowledge of legislation allows safe living in the society. When children lack to know who they should apply for help they may get into trouble or commit rash acts.

The aim of the research is to identify appropriate conditions for the development of child social and legal competency. Yet we managed to apply diverse method: 1) analysis of the interview, observation, questionnaires; 2) statistical data manipulation. 

The research background and its objectives define the research logics. The theories and academic concepts served as a background for experiment and practical activities. 

Total number came up to 169 respondents. Out of it 105 were respondent school children; 54 – respondent parents; 10 – respondent teachers. The research results demonstrated low level of legal competency at each target group.

To improve the situation the program was designed and called “Dialogue on behalf of children”. The program was implemented on the base of NGO, voluntary child’s organization. The informal environment encouraged children to speak their opinions out freely and be more initiative.

The program involved: social workers, children, parents teachers. As a follow-up activity the children were asked to answer the questionnaire.

Q.1 - “Do you know that each person has the rights and commitments?” There were no any changes observed. Each child gives yes-answer.

Q.2 - “Do you know what organizations protect child’s rights?” The positive dynamics was observed. Before the program 80% of respondents chose “court and police”. After the program 100% of respondents made multiple choices:  “ombudsmen for children”, “Child’s protection services”.

Q. 3 – “What children rights do you know?” Initially only 16% of respondents answered with two choices: right of education and right to life and to leisure. As follow up opinion, 100% of respondents provide a multiple choice: “right to love, play, freedom of speech, non-discrimination right, right to express opinions, information access. 

In conclusion it may be said that the program implementation in informal settings promotes more effective development of social-legal competency. 

