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Under the influence of time the educational process has gone through considerable changes during recent years and as a result we witness the modification of classical education paradigm based on knowledge and skills directed at synergy and integration of all scientific knowledge. These processes are best revealed in the competence-based approach and realized in the constructivist models of education which suppose direct transmission of knowledge from the teacher to the student to be impossible. Only student has to develop his own, personal knowledge using available empirical and perceptive materials. Thus, instead of passive getting of the information, understanding process is based on personal need of a student in knowledge. Our research was aimed at defining fundamental characteristics of knowledge and finding the ways of its modeling in the framework of educational process. The results of the research can be used for teaching professional interpreting being a kind of complicated intellectual activity in a situation of intercultural interaction. The interpreting is a good base for investigation of the methods used for developing integrative knowledge being the foundation of flexible thinking inside of several cultures and realized in professional competence. From the beginning it was difficult to overestimate the importance of interpreter who played the role of a negotiator between various social communities or their representatives speaking not only different languages but also living in different cultures. Interiorization and exteriorization of internal knowledge is fairly complicated and ambiguous process which is also conditional on culture. We have offered alternative methods of complex thinking development in vocational education. The pillars of these methods are pedagogical constructivism and competence-based approach. In the paper we have presented specific exercises aimed at developing interdisciplinary extralinguistic knowledge in professional education. As for theoretical materials, we have used for our research the literature in translation and interpretation (R.К. Minyar-Beloruchev, D. Seleskovitch, D. Gile), philosophy of knowledge (U. Eco, M. Polanyi and etc.), cognitive science (Е.S. Kubryakova, G. Lakoff, A. Chomsky and etc.), pedagogics (А.G. Bermus, А.V. Hutorskoi, J.Dewey, W. Hutmacher and etc.) Comprehended and adopted information remains in the structure of knowledge which is necessary for the development of abilities, skills and professional thinking. We consider that the main task of modern education is teaching how to work with knowledge and to create further innovations on its base.

