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The present study is based upon results obtained through interviews and discussions conducted with the Udmurt language educators in 2004, 2010 and 2011. The results show characteristic tendencies. Those who speak the Udmurt language were born in the ethnic villages and started to learn Russian by the age of 7 or 8; they still speak at home in Udmurt and “think in Udmurt”. Udmurts are aware of the need to ameliorate the own Udmurt language, to speak in it with the children and grandchildren, to maintain ties with the villages where they are from, although it is difficult, because seems to be artificial. They need to listen to the Udmurt music, to sing the Udmurt songs from time to time; it makes them feel happy, back to their roots. The new terminology does not correspond to the linguistic habits of the native speakers; many think that it is too late for the language revival. To study many languages at the same time does not prioritise the Udmurt language, so the Finnish or the English languages are preferred. The Udmurt people lack the necessity to modernize their ethnic consciousness, they are afraid of being accused of nationalism and chauvinism. Although they are proud of their cultural heritage, they do not upgrade their ethnic culture much too often. Being outside Udmurtia, Udmurts feel much stronger connections with their culture; they admire Udmurts who have kept their culture despite absence of stimulating surroundings.

There are some prejudices about bilingualism: in the town, nobody needs to speak the Udmurt language; only some enthusiastic folklorists seek out tradition bearers to document the old culture and religion habits; they teach and pass them on to others; you do not need to speak in Udmurt, if you are fluent in Russian; those who speak Russian cannot be real Udmurts; children can learn the language without being spoken to in it; the childhood age is not crucial to study the own language. Udmurt parents send their children to pre-schools with Russian as language of instruction and accept the fact that their children will not develop high language skills in their mother tongue, yet they do consider knowledge of the mother tongue as important and are to a certain degree ashamed not to know their mother tongue. 

